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Written Statement of Elemental Excelerator 
before the Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 

February 07, 2020 
 

In consideration of SB 2500 
RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 
Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and members of the committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism: 
  
Elemental Excelerator submits support for SB 2500, which appropriates funds to the Hawai‘i 
technology development corporation for the small business innovation research program, 
manufacturing assistance program, and excelerator program. 
  
Elemental Excelerator is a Honolulu-based non-profit accelerator that supports climate positive 
startup companies that are helping solve Hawai’i’s most urgent environmental problems. Each year, 
we select 15-20 companies annually that best fit our mission and fund each company up to $1 
million. To date, we have awarded $36 million to 99 companies resulting in thirty-six demonstration 
projects in Hawai‘i & the Asia Pacific.  
  
Elemental Excelerator has received catalytic support from Hawaii Technology Development 
Corporation for increased focus on our Hawai'i based portfolio companies and neighbor island 
pipeline efforts. Hawai‘i-based accelerators not only nurture and grow the talent we have within the 
state to build startups to scale, but also attract talent and solutions to the state, thereby 
strengthening the entrepreneurial network and business relationships between Hawai‘i and the rest 
of the world. Each year, we evaluate over 500 companies and look for Hawai'i grown startups 
companies who are helping solve the most urgent environmental problems. 
 
SB 2500 is the first step toward creating catalytic economic development activity: To date, 
Elemental Excelerator has awarded $36 million to 99 companies. Most of this funding comes from 
federal and other off-island resources.  These companies have raised more than $790 million in 
follow-on funding and generate millions of dollars in revenue. Other states with vibrant innovation 
economies, such as Massachusetts and California, provide state government funding for a variety 
of accelerator, demonstration, and educational program support. State support for the innovation 
economy enables local companies to attract outside investment from entities like the federal 
government, private, and philanthropic sponsors and solidifies the state’s commitment to the long-
term development of our entrepreneurial ecosystem and clean energy goals. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this legislation. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Aki Marceau 
Managing Director, Policy & Community 







http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/latest-news/dbedt-news-release-htdc-small-business-grantees-honored-with-national-tibbetts-award-at-the-white-house/
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/latest-news/dbedt-news-release-htdc-small-business-grantees-honored-with-national-tibbetts-award-at-the-white-house/
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/latest-news/dbedt-news-release-htdc-small-business-grantees-honored-with-national-tibbetts-award-at-the-white-house/
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Statement of 

Robert Paparelli 
President 

The Patisserie Inc 
before the 

Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 
 

Monday, February 10, 2020 
2:50 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 414 
 

In consideration of 
SB2500 

  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism.  
 

The Patisserie Inc supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii 

Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) for the Small Business Innovation 

Research Program, Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) 

program. 

 
My project is concerning the MAP Grant program and we benifitted from this 

program several times and has increase productive which makes us a stronger 

company 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 

Robert Paparelli 

 

 





 

Statement of Natasa Petrovic, CFO 
Adnoviv, Inc. 

before the Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 
Monday, February 10, 2020 at 2:50 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 414 
 

In consideration of SB2500 
RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Committee on Energy, Economic 
Development, and Tourism: 

 
Adnoviv, Inc. supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii Technology Development 
Corporation (HTDC) for the Small Business Innovation Research Program, Manufacturing 
Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) program. 
 
I am the chief financial officer for Adnoviv, Inc., a Honolulu startup founded in 2013. Our 
company would not be here today if not for the help and support provided by the Department 
of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) and Hawaii Technology 
Development Corporation (HTDC). Through the HSBIR’s Phase I and Phase II Matching Grants 
and the Manufacturing Assistance Program, we were able to bring our company from a mere 
idea to our current position as the startup with five employees and a fully developed product. 
With HSBIR funding, we expanded our workforce and supported our business operations while 
going through the product research and development phase. Through HTDC’s Manufacturing 
Assistance Program, we were introduced to the vendor that now manufactures our product, 
TruePODSTM (True Presence Occupancy Detection Sensors).  
 
At Adnoviv, we strongly believe that our success leads to the state of Hawaii’s prosperous 
future as well. Our intelligent occupancy sensors have the potential to accelerate Hawaii’s 
energy efficiency efforts and to be a crucial part of our state achieving its net zero energy goal 
by 2045. By financially supporting and promoting innovative companies like Adnoviv through 
programs such as HSBIR Matching Grants and Manufacturing Assistance Program, state of 
Hawaii is investing in its own future, while helping local companies train, employ and keep high 
quality workers. I can personally vouch that the support provided by the DBEDT and HTDC to 
the local businesses directly benefits Hawaii residents and the state’s economy – my own job 
position was created only after HSBIR Phase II Matching Grant allowed for its funding. Through 
this form of support in the future, Adnoviv and many other local companies will benefit 
tremendously on their path to success. 
 
On behalf of Adnoviv, Inc., I respectfully request that the committee approves SB2500. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
  
 Sincerely, 
 

 
 Natasa Petrovic, CFO 
 Adnoviv, Inc. 
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Written Statement of 
Len Higashi 

Acting Executive Director 
Hawaii Technology Development Corporation 

before the 
Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 

Monday, February 10, 2020 
2:50 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 414 
 

In consideration of 
SB2500 

  RELATING TO THE HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 
 

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Committee. 
 

The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) supports SB2500 that 
appropriates funds to the Hawaii technology development corporation for the small business 
innovation research program, manufacturing assistance program, and excelerator program.  

As part of HTDC’s vision to create 80,000 new innovation jobs in Hawaii earning $80,000 or 
more by 2030, HTDC supports initiatives aimed at promoting technology and innovation jobs.  The 
Administrative budget includes $1,000,000 for HTDC’s Hawaii SBIR program, $500,000 for the 
Manufacturing Assistance Program, $300,000 for the Accelerator (excelerator) program, and 
$36,000 for operations.  Last session, these core HTDC programs were appropriated the same 
amounts but only for FY20.  HTDC has administered these programs since 2016.   

HTDC believes, at the very minimum, continuation of our existing programs is essential for 
growing the innovation economy.  The programs have a proven track record and every year there 
are more qualified applicants than available funds. 

For the Hawaii SBIR phase 2/3 program, in FY19, 6 out of the 12 applications were funded.  
$4.5 million was requested and $1.425 million was awarded.  The applicants brought $11.0 million 
of Federal SBIR awards into the state.  The reported economic impact of the HSBIR program for 
2018 was $150 million with 589 jobs in Hawaii. For the MAP program, in FY19, 37 out of 69 
applicants were funded.  $1.3 million was requested and $898 thousand was awarded.  The 
companies invested $13.5 million.  The reported impact of the MAP program for 2018 was $748 
million with 2,387 jobs in Hawaii.  With the $500k available in FY20,  fewer companies will be 
awarded and the amounts will be lower.  For the accelerator programs, 5 accelerators were funded 
in FY19.  The accelerators were required to provide a minimum of a 1:1 match.  All applicants 
exceeded the minimum requirement.  HTDC comments that FY20 awards for all the programs will 
be made soon.  HTDC believes increased funding for all 3 programs would be appropriate.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.  
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Comments:  

Aloha,  

  

My name is Cymbree Kailiehu Owner + Founder of Cymz_Sweet_Kre8tionz Bakery. 
Creating signature confectionary sweets of all kinds. My journey began in 2014, where 
baking for family and friends was just the beginning of something that Blossomed 
beautifully into a full time business. Each dessert I create is of the highest quality 
ingredients available to me. I also incorporate local fresh fruits from growers around the 
island in collaboration to add to my fruit flavored desserts. Our treats  are pleasing to 
the eye, and just right to the palette. Not over powering of sweetness, but just the right 
balance. I truly love what I create and make and it most definitely shows through my 
work.  

  

We recently opened up our own bakery retail shop in the Maui Lani Professionals Row 
in Kahului, last summer. We have our own fully equipped commercial kitchen that we 
built out and a retail storefront where we have a beautiful cold display case, where 
desserts are showcased. 

  

Last year I applied for the MAP grant and was actually selected, and was very excited. 
With the help of this grant as a small business, I was able to utilize that money to put 
towards purchasing other needed equipment & packaging for my bakery. Being a small 
business it is always hard when you build an overhead, commercial kitchen and all the 
other logistics that come with it. I truly appreciate that grant has helped my aspects of 
my busienss. I look forward to seeing this grant help other small businesses such as 
myself.  
  

Thank you for your time.  
  



Cymbree Kailiehu  
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Comments:  

I am in favor of SB2500 as it helps small business in Hawaii to employ more people. 
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Comments:  

Statement of 

Gerry Smith 

Director of Business Development 

Maui Economic Development Board 

before the 

Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 

  

Monday, February 10, 2020 

2:50 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 414 

  

In consideration of 

SB2500 

RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

  

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism. 
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Comments:  

Statement of 

Eva Lee 

Director Founder 

Tea Hawaii & Company 

before the 

Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 

  

Monday, February 10, 2020 

2:50 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 414 

  

In consideration of 

SB2500 

  RELATING TO HAWAII TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

  

Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Committee on Energy, 
Economic Development, and Tourism.  

  



Tea Hawaii & Company supports SB2500 that appropriates funds to the Hawaii 
Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) for the Small Business Innovation 
Research Program, Manufacturing Assistance Program, and Excelerator (Accelerator) 
program. 

  

Our company has been able to manufacture specialty crops in tea for a number of 
Hawaii growers assisting in expanding businesses in need of value added products for 
the demanding market. Hawaii tea tourism is on the rise and our manufacturing has 
provided Hawaii agriculture and tourism through the assistance of HTDC, an honorable 
corporation with the innovation greatly. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
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Comments:  

HTDC's Hawaii SBIR matching grant program has been very beneficial to many 
members of the Hawaii aquaculture and agriculture industry supporting and 
strengthening innovation in the local food sector and helping companies to bring in 
millions of Federal research dollars and commercialization assistance. The MEP 
manufacturing assistance program will help companies move into critical processing 
and value added product production for local consumption and export, strengthening 
rural farming communities and the local and State economy.  The HAAA strongly 
supports the mission and valuable work of HTDC and these two outstanding programs. 
We strongly support the continuing State financial support of HTDC, SBIR, and MEP. 

Ron Weidenbach, HAAA President 
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February 7, 2020 

 

 

Aloha e Senator Glenn Wakai, Chair Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, 
Vice Chair; and members of the Committee on Energy, Economic 
Development, and Tourism: 

I am writing to express my support for SB2500 as it relates to the 
HTDC. 

Specifically, I urge your committee to support the HTDC's important 
and valuable work in supporting small businesses through the SBIR 
program, supporting local manufacturers through the Manufacturing 
Assistance Program, and the fostering of new and innovative 
businesses through accelerator programs. 

These programs have allowed Hawaii companies to grow both 
revenues and the local workforce in important industries that 
ultimately diversify the Hawaii economy beyond tourism and the 
military. Whether for economic security, sustainability, or local jobs 
and professional opportunities, this investment is both an important 
and valuable one in terms of the gains returned to the Aloha State. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF DENNIS FURUKAWA 

FOUNDER, REALGREEN POWER, INC. 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 

 
BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

TOURISM 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 

2:50 PM 
CONFERENCE ROOM 414 

 
SENATE BILL 2500 

RELATING TO HAWAI`I TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 2500 
 
 

 
Chairperson Glenn Wakai and Members of the Committee:  
 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize funding for the Hawai`i Strategic 
Development Corporation.  I am the founder and CEO of RealGreen Power Inc (RGP), a 
local Oahu environmental technology company.  We are licensees of wastewater 
treatment technology invented at UH Manoa since 2009.  I am writing  in support of 
SB2500.   
 

RGP has developed an alternative means of treating domestic sewage that has 
been put i nto good use at Hale Mauliola, the transitional housing facility operated by 
the City and County of Honolulu, located on Sand Island, and nearby the container 
port.   Installed in 2018, our system treats wastewater on -site, and the treated water 
is suitable for irrigating landscaping.  Our system replaces rented portable bathrooms 
and portable toilets, which were costing Honolulu $35,000 per month, for 80 
residents. Our treatment system is paired with modular mobile bathrooms which 
together are currently sav ing the C&C of Honolulu $20,000 to $30,000 per month, 
compared to the cost of rented bathrooms and toilets.  And the facility now houses 
100 residents.  The cost of the treatment unit and bathrooms was about $250,000.  
Therefore, the return on investment f or the city is less than 14 months.  To date, the 
C&C has saved over $250,000 on this investment, and the overall savings over ten 
years will be over $3 million.  We are actively working to duplicate our success at 
DLNR sites around the State, starting wit h harbors and parks that have septic systems 
that are flooded during storms and Ôking tides.Õ Our goal stop the leaking of pollutants 
into groundwater and the ocean, and save the State and counties tens of millions of 
dollars each year in pumping costs.  
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RGP was a recipient of funding from the HSDC Hydrogen Fund in 2012, due to 
our work with converting biodiesel wastes to renewable en ergy.  We are also a 
portfolio company of XLR8 UH, and recipients of State  of Hawai`i funds  through 
Sultan Ventures.  I believe tha t our success in saving money for the State and C&C of 
Honolulu in a costly situation is a good example of the benefits of strategic 
investments.  I urge you to fund HSDC through SB 2500, and to the extent possible 
increase funding in support of technologi es that address the impacts of sea level rise 
on infrastructure.  
 

Thank you for t he opportunity to testify in this matter.  
 
 
By:  Dennis Furukawa, CEO  
 RealGreen Power Inc. 
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